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Media Release – 1 March 2015
State Government drops evidence based planning
In a major backflip, Pru Goward, the Minister for Planning has decided to not just reserve
the state’s Environmental zones for land that is of High Environmental value, but allow
privately owned, cleared properties that are of low or moderate environmental value to
also be included in the restrictive Environmental zones.
In the same swipe of a pen, she has also decided to dump the earlier commitment that the
Department of Planning will carry out Stage 2 of the Oxford Falls - Belrose North Strategic
Review. The Oxford Falls - Belrose North strategic review was ordered by Brad Hazzard, as
Minister for Planning after Warringah Council tried to inappropriately zone privately
owned, cleared land as an Environmental Zone.
The decision by Pru Goward not only goes against Brad Hazzard’s earlier instructions and
Pru Goward’s earlier Media release but also goes against the unanimous recommendation
of the Independent Warringah Development Assessment Panel.
Oxford Falls and Belrose North Residents, including the well attended C3 church and Oxford
Falls Grammar School (OFGS) are all horrified at the outcome. Under Pru Goward’s decision,
C3 church and OFGS will become the only church and school to be in an environmental
zone in the Warringah area. Both C3 and OFGS spoke out against the proposed
environmental zoning at the recent Warringah Council meeting. It would seem as if the
landowner’s concerns are being ignored.

WUFA agrees with Brad Hazzard

To: Council general managers and key stakeholders
From: NSW Department of Planning & Environment
Date: 15 May 2014

Oxford Falls Valley and Belrose North Strategic Review
I am writing to provide an update on the Oxford Falls Valley and Belrose North Strategic
Review, which was prepared by the Department of Planning & Environment and Warringah
Council.
The review process is now complete. As a result of public submissions, council has been
asked to re-examine land that was proposed to be zoned E3 Environmental Management and
also identified as having no or moderate environmental development constraints.
This land - which makes up a large amount of the area proposed to be zoned E3 - will
continue to be deferred from Warringah’s local environmental plan (LEP) until further studies
are undertaken to identify the most appropriate zone.
Other land within the precinct has been recommended for zones including low density and
large lot residential, small lot rural production and for special infrastructure purposes. For
these sites, planning proposals will need to be prepared by council to rezone the land in line
with the Strategic Review’s findings.
It needs to be highlighted that lawfully-established land uses in the area can continue to be
carried out or be expanded as an “existing use”.
The Submissions Report and Strategic Review have now been forwarded to the Warringah
Development Assessment Panel which will consider all submissions made during the
exhibition period, conduct an independent public hearing, and provide a report to council.
Council will then consider the outcomes of the Strategic Review.
Council will also need to undertake further studies to determine the future urban
development capability of the Oxford Falls Valley and Belrose North area.
More information
To learn more about the Oxford Falls Valley and Belrose North Strategic Review you can:

•
•

visit our website to view the proposed changes
call our Information Centre on 1300 305 695.

Neil McGaffin
General Manager – Metropolitan Delivery
Department of Planning and Environment

WUFA agrees with Neil McGaffin

WUFA agreed with Pru Goward in May 2014

WUFA agrees with WDAP

Where does it say the Department of Planning are NOT going to carry out Stage 2???
Did we miss something???

How did things go from “land identified in the Strategic Review as having ‘no-tomoderate’ environmental development constraints … be further reviewed to validate the
environmental significance of the land” (Brad Hazzard) and “will continue to be deferred
from Warringah’s local environmental plan (LEP) until further studies are undertaken to
identify the most appropriate zone.” (Neil McGaffin, Department of Planning) and “Smart
planning needs to be backed by strong evidence” (Pru Goward) to now “Land mapped as
having ‘no to moderate’ environmental constraints should be zoned…. E4 Environmental
Living” when no further studies have been done?
….and now the Department of Planning are not undertaking Stage 2????
This is not evidence based planning!!!

