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To: Council general managers and key stakeholders 

From: NSW Department of Planning & Environment 

Date: 15 May 2014 

  

Oxford Falls Valley and Belrose North Strategic Review 

I am writing to provide an update on the Oxford Falls Valley and Belrose North Strategic 

Review, which was prepared by the Department of Planning & Environment and Warringah 

Council. 

The review process is now complete. As a result of public submissions, council has been 

asked to re-examine land that was proposed to be zoned E3 Environmental Management and 

also identified as having no or moderate environmental development constraints.  

This land - which makes up a large amount of the area proposed to be zoned E3 - will 

continue to be deferred from Warringah’s local environmental plan (LEP) until further studies 

are undertaken to identify the most appropriate zone. 

Other land within the precinct has been recommended for zones including low density and 

large lot residential, small lot rural production and for special infrastructure purposes. For 

these sites, planning proposals will need to be prepared by council to rezone the land in line 

with the Strategic Review’s findings. 

It needs to be highlighted that lawfully-established land uses in the area can continue to be 

carried out or be expanded as an “existing use”. 

The Submissions Report and Strategic Review have now been forwarded to the Warringah 

Development Assessment Panel which will consider all submissions made during the 

exhibition period, conduct an independent public hearing, and provide a report to council. 

Council will then consider the outcomes of the Strategic Review. 

Council will also need to undertake further studies to determine the future urban 

development capability of the Oxford Falls Valley and Belrose North area. 

More information  

 

To learn more about the Oxford Falls Valley and Belrose North Strategic Review you can:  
• visit our website to view the proposed changes  
• call our Information Centre on 1300 305 695. 

Neil McGaffin 
General Manager – Metropolitan Delivery 
Department of Planning and Environment 
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How did things go from “needing further evidence” (Brad Hazzard) 

and “will continue to be deferred from Warringah’s local 

environmental plan (LEP) until further studies are undertaken to 

identify the most appropriate zone.” (Neil McGaffin, Department of 

Planning) and “Smart planning needs to be backed by strong 

evidence” (Pru Goward) to now having “sufficient evidence” when no 

further studies have been done? 

This is not evidence based planning!!! 


